FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Academy of Art University Announces Leadership Changes
in School of Graphic Design
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. (02/10/17) — Academy of Art University, the largest accredited
private art and design university in the nation, today announced that School of Graphic Design
Executive Director Mary Scott has decided to transition from her position and will assume the
role as Director Emeritus, effective immediately. As a result, department Graduate Director Phil
Hamlett will assume the role as Director MFA/BFA and Anitra Nottingham will continue as
Online Director MFA/BFA.
“After dedicating more than 17 years to the Academy, I have seen our department blossom with
many alumni that have gone on to pursue heir careers with several notable design companies,”
Scott said. “It has been an honor to be a part of their creative journeys.”
Scott, Hamlett and Nottingham will report directly to Chief Academy Officer Sue Rowley.
“I am very appreciative of Mary’s endless effort, dedication and hard work as executive director
of the department,” Rowley said. “We look forward to her continued success in this new role.”
As the School of Graphic Design’s Director Emeritus, Scott will continue to provide guidance
and instruction to students building their design portfolios and professional online personas, as
well as make her expertise available by partnering with Academy directors.
We are confident in the continuation of steady leadership and commitment to student success,”
Rowley said.
Since joining the Academy in 2004, Hamlett has transformed the School of Graphic Design’s
graduate program into an industry powerhouse that now boasts alumni in leading design studios
and well-known businesses.
With more than 10 years of experience at the Academy, Nottingham has established online
undergraduate and graduate programs that have attracted students from around the globe.
The School of Graphic Design provides a curriculum of conceptual problem-solving, critical
thinking, formal design, product design, innovation and branding strategies. The program
provides students guidance from professionals who channel real-world design experience and
instruction.
For more information about the School of Graphic Design, visit
www.academyart.edu/academics/graphic-design.
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